Highland Environment Forum newsletter  11 April 2022

Dear Highland Environment Forum Members,
A couple of Forum items to start with:
1. You can now view the recording of our March online seminar 'Getting Deer Management in the Highlands Right'
2. There's still room for one or two people to join the visit of the Highland Invasive Species Forum on the 20th April to the Woodland Trust reserve at Loch Migdale. We'll be looking at controlling Gaultheria and invasive Cotoneaster, as well as sharing knowledge and experience amongst participants. If you'd like to come along, just drop me a line.
And something some of you might have seen elsewhere: Why English names of species should ALWAYS be capitalised It's an interesting discussion, and Buglife have already adopted the suggestion. I'm undecided as yet.
Corporate Plans and Strategies
· NatureScot Corporate Plan 2022 - 2026 and news article New strategy to restore Scotland's natural world will see optimism take root
· Nature, Beauty and Heritage for Everyone:NTS ten-year strategy 

· Scottish Government: Formal volunteering framework
Funding
· Magic Little Grants 2022 up to £500 

· Forestry grants boost for crofters:an increase in Forestry Grant Scheme rates to support the planting of new native woodlands.
Awards
· Entries open for VIBES Scottish Environment Business Awards. Categories include zero emissions economy through innovation, partnerships, circular economy, adaptation and a commitment to making the environment a key factor in decision-making.Closing date 29 April 

· Nature of Scotland Awards recognise the outstanding achievements of people across the country. There are 10 categories, including the Nature and Climate Action Award. Closing date 30 May.
Report
· Case studies in large-scale nature restoration and rewilding
· How people and wild places can help achieve net zero in Scotland 
· Working for Waders: The Story so Far 

· Exploring attitudes towards rewilding
News
· Highland Council enhancing biodiversity and protecting wildlife
· ARC set to save Scotland’s amphibians and reptiles
· SLE Supportive of Transparency of Landownership 

· New Scottish-caught seafood added to 'fish-to-avoid' list
· KIMO UK pledges to work for drug-free rivers
Blog
· Scottish Environment Link: Positive by nature: Planning for nature to meet net-zero
· Think Health, Think Nature: Find a Green Space 

· Salmon and Trout Conservation: Turning the spotlight on environmental management plan agreements  They also have a useful summary of closed containment salmon farming 
· Ocean Plastic Recycling in North Highlands: Challenges and Solutions 

· Working Towards Net Zero Carbon at Auchmore Farm
· Just over a year since the Highland Good Food Conference
· Two groups in the Highlands benefit from the UK’s first community carbon share
Research
· Mycorrhizal Symbiosis for Better Adaptation of Trees to Abiotic Stress Caused by Climate Change in Temperate and Boreal Forests
· Mycorrhizal Association Better Predicts Tree Effects on Soil than Leaf Habit
· Birch as a Model Species for the Acclimation and Adaptation of Northern Forest Ecosystem to Changing Environment
· Aspen Soils Retain More Dissolved Organic Carbon Than Conifer Soils in a Sorption Experiment
Jobs
· NatureScot, MPA Engagement & Funding. Closing date 14 April 

· Trees for Life, Dundreggan Rewilding Centre Marketing Manager. Closing date 17 April 

· NatureScot Operations Officer, Golspie. Closing date 18 April

· NTS Senior Seabird Officer. Closing date 22 April 

· NatureScot, Marine Ecology & Climate Change. Closing date 25 April

· Grosvenor Estate, Estate Maintenance Worker / Stalker, Reay Forest Estate, Sutherland. Closing date late April. 

· Scotland’s Finest Woods – Executive Director Contract. Closing date 2 May

Events
April
· 13 April - 18th May Field Studies Council online - Discovering Bees  

· 28 April @09.45 - 16.00 Community Climate Action in Wester Ross Biosphere
May
· 1-30 May (mondays - afternoon or evening), Discovering iRecord: Butterflies & Moths 

· 3 May @ 19.00 to 20.30 Birdsong Webinar with Dan Puplett

· 7 May Family Open Day at the Plock will include story-telling and story-making with Gordon MacLellan aka Creeping Toad.

· 14-22 of May Green Health Week: Give Nature a go! 

· 25 May @ 12.30 - 13.30: Sustainability Conversation - SSE Head of Sustainability Reporting, Centre for Sustainable Development

June
· 3 - 5 June BTO/SOC birdcamp near Haddington, East Lothian for 10 - 16 years old

With regards,
Caroline

E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.

Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)
T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 
To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
